2                         ABBAS II

CHAP.

Tewfik Pasha, was the rightful heir. We all
agreed that no time should be lost in proclaiming
him immediately after the death of his father.
The Firman fixed the age of majority at eighteen.
Was Prince Abbas of age ? No one knew the
precise date of his birth. At last an old Turk,
who had been for many years in the service of
Tewfik Pasha, was found; from him we elicited
the fact that Prince Abbas was born on July 14,
1874. He was thus still a minor. He would
only attain his majority on July 14, 1892. The
Firman provided that a Council of Regency
should be appointed in the event of the Khedive
being a minor; but it was desirable to avoid
an interregnum, which would probably have
given rise to intrigue and to difficulties of various
kinds. When, therefore, some one whispered
that the age of a Mohammedan Prince should be
calculated according to the Mohammedan calendar,
in virtue of which the year consists only of
354 days, I jumped at the suggestion. Under
this calculation Prince Abbas had attained
his majority on December 24, 1891, that is
to say, fourteen days before the death of his
father.

It was arranged that, immediately after Tewfik
Pasha's decease, Prince Abbas, whp was at
Vienna, should be invited to come to Cairo, th&t
the Sultan should be informed, aud that a public